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A new outdoor show

made specifically for nature reserves

and areas of environmental significance.

“Is this the freedom you’ve craved? Is this your nature cure?
Have you come to grieve or to breathe, to resist or persist? What are you hoping for?”
A collaboration between playwright Steve Waters and physical theatre ensemble Tangled Feet.
This work speaks to its audience of conservation conflict,
the threat of climate change and nature’s cure in times
of grief and illness. Murmurations explores what we need
from nature and what nature needs from us in a complex world.

Amazing bit of live theatre
about climate crisis at
Wicken Fen tonight. Top
marks to Steve Waters and
@tangledfeet”

Thank you @ tangledfeet and Steve Waters for the
beautiful and profound performance of ‘Murmurations’
this evening. Surprising and moving, it explored grief
and our connection to nature. @RSPB_Strumpshaw
was the perfect backdrop.”

Terry Macalister
ex-Energy Editor, The Guardian

Kate Blincoe
Nature Correspondent, The Guardian

Take a walk into nature
and tune into the stories
the landscape holds
Don your headsets and take a guided tour into nature
you’ll never forget – a woman on a mission, a couple
in conflict, a man with a plan, and a botanists’ last
stand….and other invasive species of the human kind.
Immersed in an incredible soundscape, moments
of the narrative come to life through live scenes of
poetry, physical theatre, comedy and tragedy.

The story so far
In September 2021 Murmurations premiered at
Wicken Fen - The National Trust’s oldest nature
reserve, and England’s most famous fen.
Across three days and nine performances, 250
audience members attended. All dates were sold out
and there was an appetite for more.
The following week the show moved to RSPB
Strumpshaw, where all nine performances quickly
sold out. 230 audience members attended.

Steve Waters &
Tangled Feet
Steve Waters is a playwright whose plays
include ‘The Contingency Plan’, ‘Temple’ and
Limehouse’ as well as his acclaimed series for
Radio 4, ‘Song of the Reed’; he is Professor of
Scriptwriting at the University of East Anglia
and his books include ‘A Life in 16 Films: How
Cinema Made a Playwright’.
Tangled Feet are a physical theatre ensemble
dedicated to devising original, accessible
and innovative work. Since 2003, they have
made transformative theatre in public places,
found spaces, green spaces and theatre
buildings. They are a dedicated ensemble
who are committed to a collaborative working
methodology. They joined the Arts Council’s
national portfolio of core funded arts companies
in 2018 and operate out of The Hat Factory Arts
Centre, Luton.

Watch our trailer on Youtube
Listen to the full show here

Audience
feedback

Feedback from

Steve Waters’ humane and political narrative really
hit its mark and resonates deeply with the audience.
Fantastic. A magical and moving experience”
A wonderful and very moving performance.
I was aware of the dire state of the natural
world and need for conservation – but this was
inspiring and affirming. The experience will
stay with me”
Very moving. Very timely. Sensitively done.
Brought me to tears at the end. One of those
shows that makes you reflect but also take
‘actions’ – to do more for the environment.
Recognising what is in your power to change,
however small. It was in itself a mindfulness
experience”

Steve and Tangled Feet were a pleasure
to host at Wicken Fen. ‘Murmurations’
captured the challenges and differences
of opinion that I navigate every day
looking after a nature reserve, but
told in a way that didn’t judge. The
performance celebrated the personal
connections with both nature and
Wicken Fen that make it such a special
place. I was totally drawn into this
unique piece of outdoor theatre.”
Sarah Smith,
General Manager, Wicken Fen

Murmurations - the next steps for 2022

Tangled Feet and Steve Waters are touring Murmurations to nature reserves and other landscapes of conservation
interest in the UK from Spring 2022 onwards.
They are looking for host sites and partnerships with like-minded organisations who can help bring the tour to life.
The show is very simple to produce; with minimal impact on the site, staff and environment.

What could the Host Site gain from this experience?
• An opportunity to celebrate a moment in the site’s history with a special performance
• An opportunity to make new partnerships locally and further afield
• An innovative way to highlight key issues and causes linked to the individual host site
• Excellent press coverage
• Increased footfall to site
• Meaningful engagement with new audience
• Potential to secure new memberships (if applicable to host site)
What will Tangled Feet bring to the partnership?
• Provide all necessary aspects of the production, technical needs and technical kit
• Manage box office sales / manage box office on the day
• Advertise and promote the show via social media channels / relevant press
• Collect evaluation forms after each performance and share collected figures with host site
• Take all necessary Covid-19 precautions
• Be entirely respectful of the site at all times
What do Tangled Feet need from the partnership?
• Pre-rehearsal conversations with key team members. Access to site for site visits
• Support from Marketing, Communication, Press and Social Media teams
• Enthusiastic team to support and promote / inform discussions before rehearsals with
onsite staff and volunteers
• Access to site from beginning of week / Rehearsals Monday – Thurs /Performances Fri – Sun
• One volunteer to help with stewarding/box office support

What kind of site?
• We can adapt to any habitat - wetland, marsh, fen, woods, coast: any area of environmental
significance
• In consultation with the host site organisation, we can build into the narrative the specific current
threats to the habitat - whether that’s development, roads, climate change...
What facilities are required from the site?
• Amenities – including toilets, car park and cafe (preferably)
• Access for all – preferably a boarded walkway or flat surface
• (suitable for wheelchairs, pushchairs and trampers)
• A visitor centre or equivalent building with AC power which we can use as a warm/dry base:
ideally we need secure dressing rooms large enough for 11 people (cast/crew).
• Gazebo with table/signage to act as outdoor box office
• Space to park one tour van
• An area to charge and clean headphones

The show is suitable
for audiences

aged 11+
upwards.

Depending on the site,
the audience size is

25-30

people and we can
perform 3 shows a day

The cost

Next steps

The weekly cost to produce Murmurations is in the region of

If you would like to have a conversation about bringing
Murmurations to your site in 2022 please contact

However, as Tangled Feet are committed to the future touring life of Murmurations
the Company would be able to subsidise the cost with their Arts Council resource
to bring the fee down to

Artistic Director of Tangled Feet, Nathan Curry

£12,500 Net inclusive of all costs

£11,000 Net inclusive.

This fee can be structured as either £8,000 Net plus travel
(crew cab van hire & petrol for 2 vehicles)
accommodation & per diems for 10 people (5 nights)
or £11,000 Net inclusive of all costs.
The understanding would be that the Host Site ‘buying’ the work in would receive all
of the Box Office takings. An estimated box office income for one week could be
£3,780.00. This figure is based on 28 people per show x 3 shows per day x 3 days.
Tickets could reasonably be priced at £15.00 and we believe the show (given its
previous success) would sell at full capacity.
There is also an opportunity for Tangled Feet to broker relationships with nearby
Cultural Festivals who may wish to split the fee and box office.
Tangled Feet can also provide workshop activity for schools, community groups
and adults alike.
Tangled Feet would also happily facilitate pre/post show Q&As

nathan@tangledfeet.com
We are also interested in having longer term conversations
about 2023 and beyond.

Deadlines
The deadline for expression of interest
for dates in May – June 2022

is January 2022

The deadline for expression of interest
for dates in July – August 2022

is February 2022

The deadline for expression of interest
for dates in September – October 2022

is March 2022

Further reading
& reviews
‘Murmurations’ plays heartstrings sweetly at Wicken Fen Nature
Reserve performance (cambridgeindependent.co.uk)
Exit, pursued by a marsh harrier: why I wrote a play for nature
reserves | Theatre | The Guardian
Writer and Professor of Scriptwriting Steve Waters talks about show
Murmurations, created in association with National Trust, RSPB,
UEA, and Arts & Humanities Research Council | Theatrefullstop

Websites of interest
Steve Waters — University of East Anglia (uea.ac.uk)
Tangled Feet
Wild Writers

Murmurations is an unusual exploration of wildlife
and the experience of being in the open – and a
delightful bit of playwriting by outdoor theatre
experts Tangled Feet.”
Cambridge Independent

